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DELEVVARE  RECITATION  FESTIVAL 


The  Recitation  festival  of  the  Muncey  Tribe  of  Indians  usually  takes  place, 
between  the  Months  of  May  & June#  The  sign  by  which  they  are  guided  is  when  the 
strawberries  are  ripe#  It  was  then  ordered,  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Tribe,  that  the 
good  hunters  should  go  in  search  for  doer  for  the  use  of  the  coming  festival#  A 
runner  is  sent  around  the  settlement  - notifying  the  women  to  prepare  Lunch  for  the 
use  of  the  hunters  & to  bring  it  to  the  Long  House  from  which  place  the  hunters  will 
start#  This  hunting  is  not  a common,  but  a sacred  duty,  & is  always  accompanied, 
either  by  the  chief,  or  from  one  to  four  respectably  aged  men,  who  are  grave  sober, 

& religiously  disposed,  who  will  conduct  the  hunt,  as  befitting  its  sacred  character# 
Every  morning  & Evening,  during  the  hunt,  one  of  these  aged  men,  before  meels, 
would  offer  up  prayers  to  the  Creator  of  all  things  & pray  for  the  success  of  all 
their  lawful  undertakings,  & More  especially  upon  their  present  duty,  for  health 
& happiness  & beseeching  Him  for  the  continuance  of  all  His  blessings,  for  the 
fruits  of  the  Earth,  the  Trees,  the  Springs,  & Streams  of  water,  for  the  growing 
vegitation,  for  Com  our  Mother,  & for  the  Thunder  or  Grand  Father  by  which  our 
plants  & vegitation  are  watered,  all  of  which  are  ordained  by  cur  Creator  for  our 
Benefit#  In  conclusion  he  would  ask  all  the  Hunters  to  lump  their  prayers  & Praises 
& send  it  up  to  the  Creator#  This  emphasized  by  all  the  hunters  joining  in  tho 
expression  of  a slightly  prolonged  yo-o-o-oh# 

The  duration  of  this  hunt  depends  upon  their  success,  it  may  continue  at  the 
shortest  2 days  & k at  the  longest*  Whilst  this  hunt  is  going  on,  tho  wife  of  the 
chief  goes  around  tho  village,  notifying  the  women,  to  prepare  tho  Big  House  for  tho 
coming  festival,  by  supplying  it  with  wood,  sweeping,  cleaning,  and  carpotting  it, 
by  laying  Hemlock  boughs  for  tho  sitting  of  tho  worshipping  people* 

The  return  of  tho  hunters,  is  hoarldcd  by  the  firing  off,  of  guns,  or  by  send- 
ing  a crier  in  advance.  Tho  women  then  come  together  again  at  tho  Big  House,  with 
refreshments  for  tho  returning,  wearied  hunters#  After  the  partaking  of  meals  & 
rest,  either  on  the  same  day,  or  the  day  after,  at  oven [ing],  tho  people  have  what 
[is]  call[od]  a preliminary  recitation,  or  a rchersal,  and  this  continues  until 
mid-night#  In  this  meeting,  the  Adults  only,  congregate,  and  in  this  meeting,  tho 
officers  and  leaders  are  appointed  (viz)  The' Principel,  the  Crowned  Crane  theso  forms 

the  Choir,  or,  quartette  for  tho  Occasion#  The Big  Hoads,  and  two  sweepers,  two 

boy-cooks,  and  two  women,  or  girl-cooks,  those  compose,  what  they  call  the  Lads  * 

This  day  is  called  the  day  of  preparation # The  next  day  is  the  great  day  of  the 
festival#  In  the  morning  a crier  again  goos  around  the  villigc,  calling  the  people 
to  come  to  the  great  fostival  - It  is  always  supposed  to  commence  at  noon,  and  to 
end  at  noon  of  the  following  day  - The  people  then  come  together  at  the  Big  House# 

The  peoplo,  in  general,  then  como  together  at  the  Big  House  then  commences  the  wor- 
ship in  earnest#  The  first  thing  to  do,  is  to  make  Holy  Fire,  as  all  tho  fires  used 
in  this  festival,  is  not  lit  by  common  fire,  but  by  the  HoIy~Fire  made  on  this  day, 
this  is  quite  a laborious  task,  it  is  made  by  tho  Lads  rubbing  together  briskly  two 
flattened  peices  of  highly  season  Pino  sticks  until  tho  friction  becomes  so  great 
as  to  causo  spontaneous  combustion#  Vifhen  tho  Holy  Fire  is  mado  tho  Chief  then  walks 
around  tho  outside  of  tho  Big  House  exhorting  his  people  to  conduct  themselves  pro- 
perly, and  to  preparo  themselves  rightly  for  tho  duo  performance  of  their  annual 
Thanksgiving  services  to  their  Groat  Creator,  after  completing  his  addross,  ho  in- 
vites them  all  without  exception,  to  come  into  tho  worshipping  House  to  bo  cleansed# 
This  is  done  by  the  Lads  starting  the  Holy  Fire,  in  tho  firo-place  in  the  Midst  of 
the  Big  House  and  by  throwing  in  occasionally  poicos  of  Deer's  fat  to  make  it  bum 
more  briskly,  they  then  throw  on  a large  pilo  of  groen  Homlook  boughs,  in  ardor  to 
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produce  a great  cloud  of  smoke  so  as  to  completely  fill  the  room  and  cause  the  tears 
to  flow  from  the  oyes  of  all.  This  is  called  The  Cleansing, 

After  the  cleansing  takes  place,  the  Lads,  or  sweeper  who  are  stationed  at  the 
doors  of  each  end  of  the  Big  House  - (Said  Houso  is  always  placed  lengthwise  from 
East  to  West)  Theso  weepers  then  brought  in  the  worshipping  sticks,  which  are  about 
a foot  and  a half  in  length,  and  about  the  thickness  of  a mans  fingor  made  of  the 
sprouts  of  the  Sumac,  those  sticks  are  twelve  in  number.  One  starts  from  the  East 
door,  and  the  other  from  the  West,  each  having  six  of  those  sticks*  They  both 
start  at  the  same  time  and  in  opposite  sides  of  tho  room  and  in  starting  they  ex- 
press with  a prolonged  sound,  Ho-o-o-o-o-oh,  sounding  it  till  they  roach  the  centre 
of  the  room  where  thoy  make  a slight  pause  and  each  deposit  three  of  their  sticks, 
starting  again,  they,  as  they  go  express  the  prolonged  sound  Hc-e-e-e-e-eh,  till 
they  each  come  to  the  opposite  door,  and  there  depositing  the  rest  of  their  sticks. 
These  sticks  are  used  by  the  worshippers  to  beat  time  with  the  quartette  Choir 
whenever  they  sing.  The  quartette  Choir  then  take  their  places  in  the  Centro  of 
the  room  at  which  stands  the  upright-supporting  beam  on  one  side  of  it  is  carved  the 
image  of  a Man,  which  they  call  their  Grand  Father,  and  on  the  reverse  side  the 
image  of  a Yfoman,  this  thoy  call  their  grand  Mother  and  at  the  foot  of  this  upright 
beam  sits  the  two  Big  Heads  who  perform  an  important  part  in  the  services,  Thoy 
are  provided  with  two  wooden  bowls,  one  larger  than  the  other,  tho  larger  one  is 
about  three  inches  in  depth,  with  a flat-bottom,  the  smaller  has  a concave  bottom 
and  holds  the  Wampum  beads,  the  former  holds  the  cut  Tobacco  which  the  Big  Heads 
must  always  suitably  cut  & prepare  for  the  use  of  the  worshippers,  and  during  the 
performance  at  suitable  intervals  would  clap  tho  sides  of  tho  bowl,  and  sing  out, 
Wo-wauk-pwang,  advising  the  people  to  take  a smoke. 

After  all  the  officers  have  taken  their .places,  tho  Principal  now  commences  the 
services  by  picking  up  the  Shell  rattle,  and  rattling  it  vigorously,  and  this  ratt- 
ling is  responded  to  by  the  Crowned  Cranes,  the  quartette  Quoir  [Choir],  by  clapp- 
ing & with  their  worshipping  paddles,  on  a square  bundle  of  untanned  Deer  skins. 

The  principal  or  leader  now  commences  to  recite  the  story  of  his  dream  or  vision, 
but  before  reciting  his  dream  or  vision,  he  first  addresses  the  people  in  a sitting 
posture,  congratulating  them  for  the  Blessings  of  the  Creator,  in  continuing  their 
lives  in  health  and  happiness  to  tho  present  so  as  to  enable  them  to  meet  together 
again  to  perform  their  Annual  Thanksgiving  services,  and  exhorting  them  all  to  bo 
fervent  in  spirit  in  thus  serving  their  Creator  - And  during  his  Congratulatory 
address,  the  rattling  and  clapping  are  continued.  He  then  rises,  and  goes  to  the 
centre  of  the  room,  near  the  post  - carvod  with  images,  and  begins  his  recitation, 
expressing  two,  three,  or  more  words,  he  pauses  - this  being  a responsive  service  — 
the  people  repeat  his  words  after  him  till  tho  story  is  finished,  rattling  and 
clapping  without  cessation,  during  tho  recitation.  Ho  now  commences  his  worship 
song  and  danco,  by  first  saying.  Now  we  will  all  say  this,  the  people  repeating  it 
in  unison.  He  now  sings  and  dances  alone,  till  ho  finishes  the  strain  by  exclaiming 
or  expressing  with  prolonged  sound  He-e-e-e-c-e-e-ch,  then  ho  ceases  to  sing,  but 
continues  to  rattlo  and  danco.  The  Choir  now  takes  up  his  song,  and  sings  for  him, 
till  he  expresses  the  prolonged  sound  qu-u-u-u-u-u-uh,  immediately  tho  choir  stop 
their  singing,  but  ho  tho  principal,  is  still  dancing,  the  rattling  is  now  softer, 
beat  in  double  quick  time*  The  principal  now  commences  the  responsive  part,  and 
goes  over  the  parts  again,  usually  at  tho  end  of  the  second  timo,  he  notifies  the 
people  2 or  3 times  that  ho  is  going  to  recite  by  saying  that  he  has  two  or  threo 
respiring  Praisos  to  send  up  to  the>  Groat  Spirit  - and  at  the  final,  he  closes  by 
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twice  expressing  the  prolonged  sound  quu-u-u-u-u-uh,  at  the  expiration  of  tho  sound, 
a heavy  clap  by  the  Choir  donotes  the  first  leaders  recitation  finished. 

The  rattling  and  clapping  now  coasc,  which  had  been  kept  up  over  since  tho 
loader  picked  up  his  shell# 

The  principal,  having  now  opened  the  exercises  takes  his  seat,  and  lays  the 
shell  rattle  on  the  ground  on  which  he  and  the  people  arc  seated  and  slidos  it 
gently  to  the  person  next  seated  on  his  right-hand,  and  this  person  havo  not 
attained  the  age  or  character  of  a reciter,  he  likewise  gently  passes  it  and  slides 
it  on  to  the  next,  and  so  on  - Care  must  be  taken,  not  to  allow  tho  shell  to 
rattle  while  passing  from  one  common  person  to  another,  for  the  Choir  are  always 
ready  to  respons  with  their  clapping  to  tho  rattle  of  a reciter;  for  when  the  shell 
arrives  at  a person  who  is  rankecj  as  a reciter,  he  picks  it  up  and  rattles  it  - the 
choir  immediately  responding  - and  goes  to  the  Post  and  goes  through  the  same  per- 
formance as  the  leader;  but  of  course  his  dream,  or,  vision,  and  the  song  adapted 
to  it  is  peculiar  to  himself.  The  prlonged  sounds,  however,  are  tho  same.  These 
performances  are  as  many  as  there  are  reciters  in  the  whole  congregation.  The  shell 
rattle  travels  around  the  room,  when  it  arrives  at  the  end,  the  door-keeper  picks 
it  up,  and  carefully  carries  it  across  the  room,  it  then  passes  in  the  same  way  from 
one  reciter  to  the  other,  until  it  reaches  tho  other  end  of  the  House, when  tho 
door  keeper  at  that  end  carries  [it]  carefully  across  the  aisle  from  whence  it  soon 
completes  its  circuite  and  arrives  at  the  Principal  at  this  time  the  Big-heads 
usually  announce  that  there  will  be  a short  recess  by  smoking:  After  this  the 

leader  starts  the  performance  again  and  the  shell  rattle  commences  its  rounds  this 
is  continued  through  the  night  till  Morning,  all  this  time,  the  different  officers 
are  performing  their  respective  duties  (Viz)  tho  cooks  are  cooking,  and  door 
keepers  are  sweeping  the  aisle  every  now  and  then,  and  at  such  times  they  exchange 
places 

The  duties  of  the  Big  heads  are  to  call  the  names  of  the  People,  naming  twelve 
at  a time  - (This  they  commence  to  do,  the  moment  the  Principal  commences  the  per- 
formance) when  the  first  name  is  chlled  that  person  responds  by  exclaiming  quoeo 
He  is  told  to  come  forward,  he  complies  by  going  to  where  the  Big  heads  are  seated 
and  is  presented  by  them  with  two  or  three  Wampum  beads  and  charged  to  join  in 
respiring  Praises  to  their  Creator,  He  then  goes  to  his  seat  again,  and  the  next 
person  takes  his  turn  and  soon  until  the  twelve  arc  called.  Then  one  of  the  Big 
heads  calls  out  the  name  of  the  person  first  called  (viz)  the  first  of  the  twelve, 
he  then  goes  out  at  the  North  door>  and  then  the  next  in  order  to  the  twelve th. 

When  the  first  man  steps  on  the  outside  of  the  door  He  makes  this  prolonged  sound 
Ho-o-o-o-o-6-o-oh,  and  then  as  each  person  steps  out,  sounds  the  same,  and  by  the 
time  the  twclveth  person  steps  out,  the  first  ceases  his  sound,  he  then  calls  out 
to  the  twelvoth  person  to  return  the  sound,  in  response  he  makes  the  sound  Ho-o- 
o-o-oh  - This  is  sounded  in  regular/ succession  till  it  returns  to  the  first.  This 
sound  Ho-o-o-o-o-oh  is  returned  backward  and  forward  among  the  twelve  for  six  times, 
then  they  change  it  to  hc-e-e-e-e-eh,  for  the  same  number  of  times;  this  is  the  end 
of  their  performance;  They  arc  then  to  give  place  to  the  next  twelve  persons  called 
and  so  on  through  the  night#  This  is  called  tho  respiring  Praises  up  to  Heaven# 
When  the  Principal  opens  the  exercises  by  his  song  and  dance  any  of  his  relations, 
or,  friends,  male,  or  female,  old,  or,  young,  may  dance  with  him;  but  before  doing 
do,  they  must  present  him  with  their  Yfampun  Beads  putting  them  into  his  open  hand, 
this  is  done  to  all  the  reciters,  at  the  conclusion  of  each  reciter’s  performance, 
before  taking  his  seat,  he  goes  to  where  the  Big  Hoads  are  seated,  doposits  tho 
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beads  that  were  given  him  in  the  dance,  in  the  smaller  bowl. 

About  three  timos  during  the  night  the  Big  Heads  scatter  quite  a number  of  those 
beads  on  the  ground  on  each  side  of  the  Post,  this  boing  done  he  calls  out  to  the 
Lads,  tho  Cooks , and  Sweeper  to  oomo  and  pick  up  the  scattered  beads  with  their 
left-hand,  putting  them  into  their  Mouths,  and  sounding  Hce-ee-ce-ee-ch,  during  the 
picking.  This  called,  Eerry  picking* 

In  concluding  this  festival  the  Principal  performs  tho  final  recitation,  and 
in  his  dancing  is  joined  by  the  whole  congregation,  and  at  the  end  makes  the  pro- 
longed sound  qu-u-u-u-u-u-uh  - He  then  goes  to  tho  choir  and  shakes  them  cordially 
by  the  hand,  congratulating  them,  on  the  happy  termination  of  their  annual  Feastival, 
then  commences  a general  hand  shaking  throughout  the  whole  congregation,  after 
which  the  Cooks  bring  on  the  viands,  then  all  tho  people  partake  of  the  foast. 

From  tho  Dobbins  collection,  Historical  and  Museum  Commission 

of  Pennsylvania,  microfilm. 


